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 WELCOME 

 
The City Music Service (CMS) delivers a high-quality music education that         
enhances the lives of pupils in Stoke-on-Trent, through transformational           
experiences. 

We work hard to raise aspirations and improve attainment for children and 
young people.  
 
Music is an educational building block and can improve learning skills, boost 
pupil and social development. It also fosters team working, helps build life skills, 
underpins better behaviour and encourages creativity. Music is fun and is for 
everyone! 
 

EXPERTISE 
City Music Service’s professional teaching staff provide: 

 high quality tuition;  
 specialist knowledge of the instrumental family being taught; 
 opportunities for pupils to take music exams where appropriate; 
 support in the preparation of pupils for school performances; 
 progress evenings and annual reporting to parents/carers. 

 
We believe that making music is inspirational and enables pupils to realise their 
potential within a culture of inclusivity, team working and positive thinking. 

All of our teaching staff hold an enhanced DBS certificate and follow City   
Council procedures for child protection.  

        
   

“I would teach children music,   
physics,  and philosophy; but  

most importantly music,  for the  
patterns in music and all  the arts  

are the keys to learning ” 
 

Service City 
ST O K E  -  O N  -  T R E N T  

The City Music Service is an active member 
of Music Mark the UK Association for Music 
Education which enables us to keep up to 
date with initiatives and work closely with 
other Music Services in the West Midlands. 

 
We are also a key funded partner of The  

Music Partnership which are a group of the 
region’s leading quality music education 

providers committed to ensuring all young 
people have the opportunity to sing, learn 
an instrument and perform as part of an                   

ensemble or choir. 
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 BENEFITS 
The City Music Service: 
 

 offers professional teaching staff with expert knowledge; 
 makes every effort to supply cover for CMS teacher absence; 
 offers an instrument loan scheme to pupils; 
 offers instrument repairs which are carried out by a team of                

technicians and are free of charge to schools and pupils; 
 has a quality assurance programme; 
 deals with all contractual matters. 
 

Pupils also have direct access to a range of integrated, high quality, carefully 
structured ensemble experiences. Performance opportunities are provided in 
the City of Stoke-on-Trent and beyond. 
 

QUALITY ASSURANCE 
 
The City Music Service teaching staff are supported and developed through a 
continuous appraisal programme. All teachers are kept up to date with                  
developments through in-service training, including Child Protection and 
First Aid training – as applicable. 
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E D U C AT I O N  

Research has shown              
pupils who learn music 

are emotionally  
stronger and able to 

 handle anxiety. 

Pupils involved in music 
score higher  

academically due to the 
improved ability to  

memorise. 

When music is taught in 
schools it improves               
cognitive ability and 
helps young people           

become better learners. 

BENEFITS OF 
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 OFFERS 
INDIVIDUAL / SMALL GROUP  
INSTRUMENTAL AND VOCAL TEACHING 
The City Music Service provides weekly tuition for the following instruments:   
Brass - Baritone / Cornet / Euphonium / Horn / Trombone /  Trumpet / Tuba 
Strings - Viola / Violin / Cello / Double Bass 
Woodwind - Bassoon / Clarinet / Flute / Oboe / Recorder / Saxophone 
Other - Drum Kit / Guitar / Keyboard / Percussion / Piano / Ukulele / Voice 
 
Diaries are issued to support learning, communicate with parents and monitor progress. 
Pupils are also prepared for school performances and examinations where appropriate. 
 
Instruments can be loaned from the Service by parents for a small annual charge -
stringed instruments £19 per annum, woodwind and brass £25 per annum. 
 
SLA Charge: £42 per hour. 
 

PRIMARY CURRICULUM MUSIC TEACHING 
The City Music Service provides teaching staff who can deliver weekly curriculum music 
lessons to pupils from FS to Y6.  In addition, teaching support can be given with school 
performances and any other musical activities.  

SLA Charge: £45 per hour. 

 

WHOLE CLASS ENSEMBLE TEACHING (WCET) 
The Whole Class Ensemble Teaching programme satisfies the requirement of the       
National Plan for Music Education that ‘every child should have the opportunity to learn 
a musical instrument and learn to sing!’ 

Whole Class teaching should ideally be delivered by two members of staff, either two 
from CMS or one from CMS and a member of the school teaching staff. 

We deliver: 

 Class String Orchestra 

 Class Wind Band  

 Class Brass Band or pBuzz 

 Class Guitar/Ukulele 

 Class African/Samba Drumming 

 Class Recorder 

The SLA charge includes free instruments for in-school delivery.  

We work alongside schools to encourage regular performance opportunities  

throughout the year, both in schools and the local community 

SLA Charge: £45 per hour. 
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CITY SONGBIRDS (YEARS 1 - 3) 
City Songbirds is a unique programme which has been running since October 2002 
providing opportunities for children: to learn songs & musical skills; enjoy singing in a fun 
environment: improve co-ordination & listening; increase confidence & self esteem;      
improve mental health & wellbeing; develop literacy, phonics and numeracy skills;       
perform together in massed concerts and progress to the City Youth Choir.  

Songbirds takes place on a weekly basis in school settings, led by an expert 
member of our CMS teaching staff and supported by a member of school 
staff.   

The City Songbirds perform twice a year at the Victoria Hall.  Coach 
transport for these events is provided free of charge. 

SLA Charge: £45 per hour. 

 

CITY VOICES (YEARS 4 - 6) 
City Voices provides opportunities for children to: progress from City Songbirds;  learn 
songs and musical skills; enjoy singing in a fun environment: perform together in massed 
concerts and progress to the City Youth Choir.  

City Voices take place on a weekly basis in school settings, led by an expert member of 
our CMS teaching staff and supported by a member of school staff.   

City Voices perform twice a year at the Victoria Hall.  Coach transport for these events is 
provided free of charge. 

SLA Charge: £45 per hour. 

 

OTHER MUSICAL ACTIVITIES WITHIN SCHOOL 
The City Music Service can provide teaching for music clubs, choirs, bands, rock bands 
and orchestras either during school hours or outside the timetabled day. 

Piano accompanying is also available for assemblies/mass,                                                        
school productions/concerts, GCSE/A Level performances etc. 

SLA Charge: £45 per hour. 
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 OFFERS 
“SOUNDPOTS” EARLY YEARS MUSIC 
Soundpots is a programme of creative music-making for young children aged 0-5.  

Through a mix of adult and child-led activities, our skilled EY Music           
Practitioners nurture the children’s musical skills and understanding of 
rhythm, pulse, pitch, listening and playing together.  These musical  sessions 
provide many opportunities for interaction, creative play, listening and      
focussing attention, awareness of rhythm and rhyme and developing       
self-confidence - all vital in supporting communication and language                
development. 

Support and training is also given to EY Practitioners to develop their skill set and 
confidence in sharing songs, rhymes and musical play with their children, using a 
range of engaging activities and resources. 

“Soundpots” was delighted to be awarded the Primary/Early Years Music category of 
the Music Teacher Awards for Excellence 2016. 

SLA Charge:  £45 per hour. 

 
MUSIC, CPD, ADVICE AND SUPPORT FOR                            
INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS 
Bespoke packages can be tailored to your school’s needs. 

SLA Charge: Price on request. 
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MONDAY 

City Youth Choir (KS2-5) 

 

 

TUESDAY 

City Youth Recorder Ensemble 

Fun 4 Strings (Beginner Strings) 

Super String Sounds (Intermediate String) 

City Youth String Orchestra 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Clarinuts (Clarinet Ensemble) 

Flute Choir 

Blast Off! (Beginner Wind) 

Concert Band (Intermediate Wind) 

City Youth Wind Orchestra 

 

THURSDAY 

Rock and Pop - The Thursdays 

Soundwave (Contemporary) 

EVENING ENSEMBLES, BANDS and CHOIRS 
 
The City Music Service provides evening ensembles for the musical development of 
singers and instrumentalists.  

These activities take place during the week at the Bridge Centre, Birches Head and 
are free to pupils regardless of whether your school has a SLA with the Service. 

For more information please contact City Music Service.  

FREE MUSIC 

 CPD 
MUSIC NETWORK MEETINGS AND CPD 
 
The City Music Service provides network 
meetings and training opportunities for 
Early Years, Primary and Secondary                 
practitioners, Music Co-ordinators and 
Heads of Music. 

Information is sent out to schools by  
email and via the Music Hub Newsletter. 

 



 



 

Lead for City Music Service: Ruth Steele  
 

citymusicservice@stoke.gov.uk  
01782 234423  
07771 501104  

www.stokecms.org.uk  
 
 


